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Freshwater Policy Review
Arotake Kaupapahere Waimāori
What’s driving this new look at freshwater?
• National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPS-FM) was
updated in 2020.
• Updates aim to stop further degradation of New Zealand’s freshwater and
improve its quality and ecosystem health.
• To give effect to the NPS-FM, we will be revising the freshwater aspects in
the Waikato Regional Policy Statement and Waikato Regional Plan – our
planning documents which set out how we will protect, improve and
manage freshwater.
• Revisions will likely affect how activities are carried out in our region, so
we want your input.

Engagement approach
Te mahi ngātahi
How will we do it?
•

Implement Te Mana o te Wai.

•

Follow the Government’s
National Objectives Framework
(NOF).

•

Consider other key legislation and
Treaty settlement processes.

•

Build on what we already know.
Figure 1: National Objectives Framework

Te Mana o te Wai
Hierarchy of obligations
What does it mean?

• Te Mana o te Wai is the overarching concept guiding how we will protect and
improve our rivers, streams, lakes and wetlands
• It poses a hierarchy of obligations by prioritising:
1. The health and wellbeing of waterbodies and freshwater ecosystems
2. The health needs of people (such as drinking water)
3. The ability for people and communities to provide for their social, economic and cultural
wellbeing

• It will inform how we revise our plans as well as how we will work with tangata
whenua and communities.

Freshwater Management Units
Ngā Wae Whakahaere Waimāori
What are they?
•

Areas that make up all or part of a waterbody or
waterbodies, and their related catchments.

•

The NPS-FM directs council to identify FMUs to
enable us to manage freshwater at an
appropriate scale for monitoring and reporting.

•

Within each area, we will work with tangata
whenua and communities to identify special sites
and features, including monitoring sites and
outstanding water bodies.

• These are our indicative FMUs.

Figure 3: Suggested FMU areas

Coromandel Freshwater Management Unit
Te Wae Whakahaere Waimāori o
Te Tara o te Ika a Māui

Coromandel Freshwater Management Unit
Te Wae Whakahaere Waimāori o Te Tara o te Ika a Māui
What about Coromandel?
• We want to make sure we have the
best plans and policies for
maintaining or improving the state of
freshwater in Coromandel.
• This applies to lakes, wetlands,
rivers, aquifers, streams as well as
effects on coastal ecosystems in your
takiwā (area).
Figure 4: Coromandel FMU

Pare Hauraki settlement
Te whakataunga a Pare Hauraki
• The Pare Hauraki settlement process aims to establish entities to provide
co-governance, oversight and development of visions and strategies for
the management of catchments.
• This includes the Waihou, Piako and Coromandel Catchment Authority
• While central government timeframes mean the Freshwater Policy
Review is being initiated prior to this settlement being finalised, we will
seek every opportunity to align our processes, through discussion with
Hauraki iwi.

State of environment
Āhua ā mohoa nei
Coromandel waterways have
• Excellent water quality overall, with good water clarity at monitoring sites and
low nutrient levels. Fish communities in streams are diverse.
• Fair stream invertebrate communities in places with more deposited sediment.
• Poor water security, with declining rainfall in recent decades that reduces river
flows.

Of greatest concern in terms of meeting national bottom lines is deposited
sediment in streams.
• This is important because it can smother animals living on the stream bed.
• Pressures often associated with this issue in our waterways include erosion
from areas of farmland and forestry logging on steep land.

State of environment – coastal effects
Āhua ā mohoa nei
Effects on coastal ecosystems
• Nutrient and sediment inputs from rivers affect ecosystems in estuaries
• Excess deposited sediment smothers animals and plants on the bed
• Nutrients fuel algae blooms, and decaying algae deplete oxygen
• NPS-FM requires us to set nutrient limits to protect receiving environments

Actions underway
Ngā mahi
Many actions and projects are already helping to improve freshwater
Some examples of mahi in Coromandel catchments include

• Harbour and catchment management, riparian restoration, erosion
control, industry best practice for forestry, farm environment plans
• Shovel ready projects
• Community care groups
• Wastewater technology improvements, e.g. Hahei and Matarangi plants

Timeline
Mō te ara tutuki
• Engagement with tangata whenua and communities for the
freshwater policy review will take place over 2022 to 2024.
• We will take what you have told us to inform the development
of our regional plan and other policy changes.
• We aim to check emerging directions with communities this
time next year.
• Revisions to the Waikato Regional Policy Statement and
Waikato Regional Plan will be notified in 2024.

Want more information?
Mō te puna kōrero
Go to waikatoregion.govt.nz/freshwater-policy-review to find:
• Information sheets breaking down each component of the
Freshwater Policy Review
• How to keep sharing your views with us
• Update on our progress
• How to subscribe to receive project updates

Time to share your ideas
He whakaaro anō āu?

